Topics for Faculty to Discuss with Potential Community Partners

1) Share some details about your course as well as ideas of the types of service or engagement students might do with community as a starting point for the conversation.  You can also share some of the questions and details that will be co-determined in collaboration with community partners (e.g. number of hours required). Be sure to describe any assignments that students will have to do that will require support from the community partner.

2) Ask about the organization’s mission, services, client population, etc. but be sure to look over their website first so you can make your questions specific and demonstrate that you’ve done some info gathering in advance.
3) Ask the partner: Are there projects or volunteer shifts that come to mind for you that could be supported by undergraduate students providing ____ hours of service and engagement at your organization?

4) Where would the students be serving/engaging (sometimes organizations have multiple locations and departments)? Is the site accessible by public transportation?

5) What are the typical opportunities for students? 

a. Does the work involve direct contact with the clients?

b. When does the service occur? 

c. How many hours are required? 

d. What is the length of the commitment?

e. Are you open to project-based service?

6) What is offered in terms of orientation, supervision, training, etc.? How can the organization contribute to the education of students?

7) Who should be contacted to follow-up? What kind of timeline does this involve?
8) Are you open to doing an evaluation of the students’ performance at end of term?
9) What other issues or requirements are involved?

a. What prerequisites are there (ie: fingerprinting, TB test, background check)? Is there a cost to students for anything? 
b. Are there any rules regarding confidentiality?

